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‘Have Merry”
Day WithKin

By Jim BCLke
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munist Cuba in the greatest
human barter of modern
times, spent Chrlstmab
freedom today.

The 1113 mien were, flown
here-in a 10- plano 2-day oper-
| ation that ended in the waning
hours of Christmas Eve. A
main feaflire: of Christmas
Day was a holiday dinner of
“lechon” (roast suckling pig)
iwith. loved pnes they hadn’t
seen since the invasion failed
20 months ago.

. The 2-day exchange was a
{mixture of agonized. waiting,
ias the return sputtered fit-
i fully with long delays between
:planes; of unashamed - tears;
‘of husbands introduced _to
echﬂdren they had never seen;
‘of emotion-charged reunions
with mothers and fathers.

At Homestead Alr Force
Base, .on the outskiris o
Miami, the last plane load o
prisoners pounded down the
‘ramp to freedom shortly aftes
9:30 last night.

‘Invasion Chiefs Arrive

Abvard the craft was a tri
of men who led the voluntee
brigade of some 2000 in' thg
abortive invasion.

They were Juse Perez Say
Roman the military comman
der; Aneido Oliva, second iif
comnmand; and Manuel Artime
a member of the Cuban Rey

- Qastro,

survivors of the Bay hﬁ Px%\
invasion, ransonted from Com—‘

Anj

CPYRGHT

51 million worth of wedicals

ipplies and bahy food. .

Donovan carried, a pledge!
om Cuban™ Piegiicr. Fidel’
“to discuss the earlyi
clease of $he 23 : American:
risoners” st111 in Cﬁban jails.
The lawyer said he person-i
.4ily had not seen any of the:
meriean prisoners “but from
aban prisopers 1 heard ‘rhey
re. not being more harshly
reatéd than the others.”

Donovan left immediately

eunion of his;own at Lake
Placid, N. Y.

One .of the returning Cu-
ahs”said that Castro visited

'hrleﬂy with a group of the

prisoners before .they left
Cuba yesterday and warned
them they would be “liqui-

gressors.

“We told him we would:
come ‘back and “that he’d be!
the one liquidated,” said,
Ulises’ Carbo, 37.

Thete, was no particular re
action of any kind from Cas
tro to this bit- of defiance
from the prisoners, Carbo sajd
in ‘an interview.

“He was putting on one of

olutionary Council.

" Also aboard was James B
‘Ponovan, the New York lawye
who negotiated the exchang

of the invasion mnrisoners. fo

his old - shows fer us,”  he
added. “He was petulant and
distrustful about the ‘shipment
of medicine and’ food that
went for our releage. He told
us ‘You are [aithful enemies
and we'll meet 7again Aand
when we do there’ll be no sal-
vation for you. Youwll be
liquidated.”

“But,” Carbo went on, “Fi-
del isn’'t his old. arrozant self.
He looked crestfallen.”

This exchange with Castro
took place at the San Antonio
de los Banos airbase, & U. 8-
huilt airfield south of Havana
now jammed with Russian’
Migs and other equipment.

Russian technicians in large’
numbers have given the town
of San Antenio su¢h a foreign
air, Carbo repoite®; the peop},f;"
mf«‘r to it as “Modbow

Carbo is the »nn o bm"w

dr New York and a family!

dated” if they returned as ag-

shuttemd newspaper Prensa
{.ihre of Havana. The younger
iarbo was sub-editor of
Prensa Libre before Castiro.
ordered it closed in 1960.

“We saw plenty of Migs at
BSan. Antonio,” the {former
prigoner said. “I ¢ounted 57 of
different types. A lot-of them
were flying. 1 am certain Cas-
tro was putting on a deliberate
show of strength for us ‘as
well as for that of the Pan

Approved For Release 2000/06/13 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000100380082-6

et r—rri—tire

Aerican crews who brough
s gyt

FOIAb3b



